Malignant chest wall neoplasms of bone and cartilage: a pictorial review of CT and MR findings.
Malignant tumours of the chest wall are uncommon. The purpose of this pictorial essay is to describe the CT and MRI findings of malignant neoplasms affecting the bony skeleton of the chest wall and the costal cartilages. The most common primary malignant neoplasms involving the bony skeleton of the chest wall are chondrosarcoma, osteosarcoma and Ewing's sarcoma/primitive neuroectodermal tumour. Metastases, multiple myeloma and invasive primary lung cancer are the most frequent secondary lesions. We performed a retrospective review of the radiology and pathology archive at our institution from 1 July 2000 to 31 December 2004 and identified 31 of these lesions. Several of these tumours have distinctive radiological features, allowing a confident radiological diagnosis to be suggested.